
SDMS Document ID

2031923

THE MONTANIAN
Libby MT 59923

Wednesday

JAN 2 8 2004
Superior Clipping Service

Glendlve MT 406-377-6612.

* Asbestos experts convened in Libby
By Helen Andries Clarke
The Center for Asbestos Re-

lated Diseases (CARD) in Libby
held a second asbestos-related dis-
ease research conference on Mon-
day and Tuesday, Jan. 26-27,2004.

The CARD invited experts in
pulmonology, radiology, bioethics
and clinical research from across
the nation. This was a private,
closed scientific meeting possible
tjirough a grant from Libby Area
Development Company.

The long-term goal of the con-
ference is to allow the CARD to
provide improved healthcare to
persons with asbestos-related dis-
eases (ARD).

The CARD clinic presently
provides ARD diagnosis and as-
bestos specialty care and will con-
tinue to do so. CARD sees the de-
velopment of asbestos research

within the clinic setting as an op-
portunity to explore therapeutic
options for the treatment of asbes-
tos disease as well as other re-
search areas that will be defined
during the conference.

Medical research is needed to
develop treatment for the effects of
asbestos exposure and Libby is the
logical place. This first step will
help to continue the focus of pro-
viding the best specialty care avail-
able for asbestos patients while po-
tentially providing a significant
contribution to the area economy.

As a clinic, CARD has assisted
other asbestos research projects
with the University of Montana in
Missoula and with the federal
Agency for Toxic Substances and ,-,
Disease Registry. It is the CARD
clinic's goal to develop asbestos
research that happens in Libby and

benefits local people and will be
shared with others around the
country.

Two days of meetings took
place in which the investigators
met and finalized a research blue-
print for future projects and fund-
ing. The definition of diagnostic
criteria for Libby's asbestos-related
disease will be a priority.

The CARD seeks to learn more
about Libby's tremolite asbestos
and its dangers to the public, not
only for the local community but
also for many other locations
around the country that will be ,
looking to Libby for answers to
this problem.

(Helen Andries Clarke is
. on-$U0fgv/ect coordinator for

CARD.)


